
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Hydraulic User Brief Inspection Guide 
 
Drilling machines and their support equipment need to be treated with care to ensure they             

remain in a good safe condition during use in the field. To achieve this, they need to be inspected           

by a user to spot obvious problems, developing defects or even tampering by a third party before it is 

started and used for its purpose. Hydraulics are just one aspect of many drilling machines. 

The ‘User Inspection’ is an effective safety measure common to a multitude of equipment and situations. 

The ‘User Inspection’ is typically required prior to first use, daily use, and after a significant/unusual 

event regarding pieces of work equipment. Many BDA members use equipment with hydraulics. 

The British Fluid Power Association (BFPA) has assisted the BDA by sharing their Hydraulics Engineering 

Visual Inspection guide for professionals to assist with any ‘Driller User Inspection’. To enhance the 

effectiveness of this part of a ‘User Inspection’ BDA have extracted some important points. (For more 

detailed and fitter level information the BFPA are happy to be consulted).  

Hydraulic Visual Inspection Aide-Memoir  

IMPORTANT NOTE: We all know faulty hydraulics are extremely hazardous and can cause significant 

injury (hydraulic fluid injection – impact injuries) or even death. Escaped hydraulic fluid can also cause a 

significant pollution event. 

 

 

 



 
 
  

 

 



 
 
 

 
 
Please remember: When the user visual inspection is complete any defects should be reported to a 
supervisor/manager before continuing. The user should be informed by the supervisor/manager of 
their decision immediately before continuing to operate the equipment.  
 
Thank you to: 
 
British Fluid Power Association – WWW.HYDRAULICHOSESAFETY.CO.UK 
 
For allowing us to use their content. 
 

http://www.hydraulichosesafety.co.uk/

